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Lambeth Palace

O n Friday 20th and 27th 
September, special 
Pilgrim visits were 

made to Lambeth Palace, the 
official London residence of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and  
his family.

The main building was begun by 
Archbishop Langton (1207-29) but 
most of his successors failed to 
add to or alter it. The residential 
part was built in 1829-38. The 
main entrance by Morton’s 
Tower, a late medieval red-brick 
gatehouse from c.1490, leads 
into the Great Hall. The Lambeth 
Palace Library, contained in the 
Great Hall, is the second largest 
religious library in the world 
after the Vatican and has some 
5000 manuscripts, over 200,000 
printed books and some 30,000 
books printed before 1700.

We were given a fascinating tour 
of the Great Hall, the chapels 
and crypt with a full sense of 
the history of the Palace with 
portraits of the Archbishops of 
Canterbury from the 16th to the 
21st centuries. We all enjoyed a 
delicious luncheon afterwards.

Our thanks to our principal 
guide Gillian Allison, the staff at 
Lambeth Palace and, of course,  
to His Grace the Archbishop  
Justin Welby for their kindness 
and hospitality.  
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Kevin Tebbit draws on his personal experience 
and gives a fascinating and penetrating view of the 
special relationship

On Monday 21st October, 
after the Pilgrims’ 
Annual Meeting in PwC’s 

Embankment premises, Sir Kevin 
Tebbit delivered the 26th Annual 
Sir Harry Brittain Memorial 
Lecture.

Tebbit’s CV takes in such positions 
as Permanent Secretary at the 
UK Ministry of Defence from 
1998-2005, Director of GCHQ 
and Deputy Under Secretary 
for Defence and Intelligence. 
Pilgrims’ President Lord Stirrup 
paid full tribute to Sir Kevin’s wide 
experience and expertise in his 
introduction of the guest speaker. 
Sir Kevin began by referring to the 
work of the Pilgrims since 1902 
in promoting Anglo-American 
good fellowship and mutual 
understanding. He went on to talk 
about his childhood in East Anglia 
which played host to a number 

of important US airbases.  He 
declared a lifelong affection for the 
USA and for the common heritage 
of a shared language, culture and 
legal systems. He also stressed 
the crucial roles played by both 
nations in setting up the great post 
war institutions i.e.: The United 
Nations, World Bank, International 
Monetary Fund, as well as the 
longest lasting military alliance in 
history – NATO.

Sir Kevin went through the 
post 1945 years and stressed 
the importance of the military 
and technological relationship 
between Britain and the USA, 
focussing closely on missile 
submarines. He believed that the 
USA had always wanted Britain 
to be at the heart of Europe and 
his real concern about Brexit was 
that the UK might be stranded in 
the Mid-Atlantic. He concluded his 

remarks by emphasising the need 
for Britain to increase its defence 
expenditure and stating that the 
Special Relationship was still alive 
and well – a superpower such 
as the USA always needed good 
friends.

At question time, Sir Kevin was 
asked about the contribution 
made by Britain’s two new aircraft 
carriers, the Labour Party’s 
attitude to defence, the Falklands’ 
effect on other countries’ view of 
Britain and the dangers posed by 
the USA becoming isolationist. Sir 
Peter Bottomley MP (Executive 
Committee) extended a very warm 
vote of thanks to fellow Pilgrim Sir 
Kevin Tebbit and presented him 
with a copy of the Pilgrims’ official 
history and an additional tie.

Sir Kevin Tebbit KCB CMG

L-R Sir Kevin Tebbit KCB CMG 
and Marshal of the Royal Air 
Force the Lord Stirrup KG GCB 
AFC  



3
Newsletter
The Pilgrims 3
Newsletter
The Pilgrims

On Monday 16th September, 
Sir George Buckley was 
the guest speaker at a 

Pilgrims’ dinner held at the Savile 
Club. Members and guests were 
greeted by Pilgrims’ Chairman 
Diane Simpson. Sir George was 
introduced to those present 
by Mark Seligman (Executive 
Committee) in very fulsome terms.

Sir George began by talking about 
his deprived childhood blighted 
by poverty and a broken home 
– in his own words ‘a modern-
day Oliver Twist’. By his own 
admission he left school without 
any proper qualifications but 
went on to achieve a PhD in 
Engineering and a BSc in Electrical 
and Electronic Engineering, a 
number of honorary degrees 
and approximately 20 patents. 
Currently he is Chairman of Smiths 
Group plc, Chairman of Stanley 
Black & Decker Inc and Chairman 
of eGym GmbH.

Like many people before him Sir 
George sought fame and fortune in 
the Unites States but with greater 
success than almost any of his 
predecessors and contemporaries. 
As Chairman and Chief Executive 
Officer of Brunswick Corp from 
2000-2005, he demonstrated 
outstanding business leadership 
and a sense of vision and 
understanding of markets that 
few business leaders have ever 
possessed. He equalled or possibly 

Sir George Buckley’s brilliant career 
gives full proof to the adage that life 
is what you make of it

surpassed himself when he was 
Chairman, President and CEO of 
3M Company from 2005 to 2012. 
In his speech, Sir George talked 
at length about the lessons learnt 
from the great recession of 2008 
to 2009.

At question time he was asked if 
he thought that someone from 
his background could have been 
successful and his response 
was “probably not”. He was also 
questioned about comparisons 
between the ways of life in Britain 
and the USA, as well as how you 
motivate people in a massive 
organisation to achieve things and 
what kept him going in the face of 
adversity. The proceedings were 
brought to a close by a warm, witty 
and penetrating vote of thanks 
from Sir Peter Bottomley MP 
(Executive Committee).

Forthcoming events 2020

Thursday 2nd April 2020

Benjamin Franklin and the 

Craven Street Bones with Dr 

Paul Knapman and Dr Márcia 

Balisciano 

Venue: PwC, 1 Embankment Place, 

London, WC2N 6RH 

Time: 12.30pm – 2.30pm 

Cost: £20.00 including tea/coffee/

biscuits and sandwiches

Tuesday 19th May 2020

Memorial Lecture and formal 

dinner: The Right Honourable The 

Lord Carrington KG GCMG CH MC 

PC DL with address by The Right 

Honourable The Lord Robertson 

of Port Ellen KT GCMG PC FRSA 

FRSE 

Venue: Drapers’ Hall, 

Throgmorton Street, London, 

EC2N 2DQ 

Time: Drinks reception 6.30pm 

Lecture 7.15pm followed by dinner 

Cost: £125.00 Black Tie

Tuesday 23rd June 2020

Tour of the Gordon Museum of 

Pathology and the Old Operating 

Theatre 

Time: 9.45 – 2.15pm including 

lunch at the Science Gallery café 

Cost: £45 per person including 

tours and lunch
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John Lehman tells a stirring tale 
of the free world winning the 
cold war at sea

Dr Lehman was introduced 
with some suitable references 
to Gilbert and Sullivan (Ruler 
of the Queen’s Navy) by David 
Skidmore who also ably 
chaired the meeting. He began 
by referring to the huge land 
forces of the Warsaw Pact 
in the 1980’s – 190 divisions 
against 40 divisions of NATO. 
At sea it was a very different 
matter with a huge US Navy and 
substantial Royal Navy – and, 
of course, the Soviet Navy had 
no aircraft carriers due to its 
backward technology. Under 
the Reagan administration, 
the four remaining battleships 
were taken out of mothballs 
and restored to full service with 
the addition of missiles and 
other weapons. Dr. Lehman 
also mentioned the annual 
NATO naval exercises and the 
great vulnerability of the Soviet 
submarine force – without any 
real air defences. Above all, he 
emphasised the superiority 
of the Western eavesdropping 
technology.

At question  time,  Dr Lehman 
was asked such questions as 
the minimum effective size of 
an aircraft carrier, the rise of 
a new Cold War with Putin’s 
Russia, NATO’s willingness to 
invest more in defence, the best 
way to manage China, the lack 
of real political leadership in 
the West and the effectiveness 

L-R David Skidmore OBE FRCS 
and Dr John Lehman

J ohn Lehman must be ranked 
as one of the unsung heroes 
of the Cold War. In a long 

career that has included service 
as a naval officer, time spent in 
business, in the world of academia 
and as a historian, his tenure of 
the office of US Naval Secretary 
(1981-87) marks him out for true 
distinction with the expansion of 
the US Navy to 600 ships including 
15 aircraft carrier groups. On 
Thursday 7th November, we were 
very pleased to welcome him as 
our guest speaker at the highly 
appropriate venue of the Naval 
Club to talk about his new book 
‘Oceans Ventured – Winning the 
Cold War’.

Forthcoming events 

2020 cont.

Thursday 2nd July 2020

Summer outing to Chiswick 

House & Gardens 

Time: 9.45am at Sofitel London 

St James for coach departure at 

10.00am 

11am-12.15pm Tour of the house 

12.15-1.15pm Lunch 

1.30 – 3.15pm Tour of the gardens 

3.45pm Coach departure 

Cost: £65 per person including 

coach, all tours and lunch

Monday 5th October 2020

The Pilgrims Society of Great 

Britain Annual Meeting 2019, 

followed by the Sir Harry Brittain 

Memorial Lecture and Reception 

(Speaker TBC) 

Venue: PwC, 1 Embankment 

Place, London, WC2N 6RH 

Time: 6.00pm 

Cost: £28.00 per person, optional 

supper afterwards at 8.15pm, also 

at PwC: £40.00 per person

of NATO’s anti-submarine 
capability. Diane Simpson 
(Pilgrims’ Chairman) ended the 
proceedings of this memorable 
lunchtime gathering by giving 
John Lehman a very warm vote 
of thanks for his perceptive and 
penetrating analysis of events 
past and present. 
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A s a fairly new member 
of the Executive 
and Membership 

Committees, I have been asked 
to say what it means “To be a 
Pilgrim” and how our Society 
might evolve.

My own qualifications are less 
deep rooted than many, and 
are based on having worked 
over many years as a Corporate 
Finance adviser to many major 
US corporations on developing 
their European aspirations, 
chiefly through mergers and 
acquisitions. To a lesser extent, I 
have advised a number of British 
groups on their expansion plans 
in America.

To be a Pilgrim

A branch of my family grew 
mainly around the decision 
of one of my ancestors, Joel 
Cadbury to emigrate to America 
in the 1860’s, and many of his 
descendants are still resident in 
the Philadelphia and Delaware 
regions. A number still maintain 
their firm Quaker beliefs.

My first cousin, Lyndal Boal lives 
in Vermont, and her son Peter 
was discovered by Balanchine 
aged 12, went on to become the 
principal dancer at the New York 
City Ballet before becoming the 
Artistic Director of the Pacific 
North West Ballet Company in 
Seattle.

I have been encouraged to focus 
on two aspects of the Society. 
First to develop the Society’s 
cultural and artistic links between 
Britain and the USA, and secondly 
to assist in adding more younger, 
and especially women members.

Unashamedly we are proactively 
seeking new members who fulfil 
these criteria, and to achieve this, 
we need to include more events 
which will appeal to hard working 
executives, busy mothers and 
working women.

The instigation of “Short-Chats” 
lasting only an hour has been 
a success. I was also pleased 
to initiate a private visit to the 
Thomas Cole Exhibition at the 
National Gallery. Born in Bolton, 
Cole emigrated to the East Coast 
in the 19th century to become 
a distinguished landscape 

Peter Cadbury

painter and founder of the 
Hudson School.  His style mirrors 
European artists of the same 
period, but whilst well-known 
in America he was virtually 
unknown here.

A number of new members are 
helping build this side but we 
need more, and members are 
invited to propose other potential 
members who qualify and to 
suggest appropriate events.

What other challenges do we 
face? Whilst not wishing to 
reopen the Brexit debate, the 
United Kingdom has been the 
natural entry point for American 
companies wishing to access 
Europe. With tariff barriers and 
diverging standards, this becomes 
a much harder case to justify. 
Even worse would be if the United 
Kingdom were to break up. 

As the leading society promoting 
good will between the USA and 
Britain, we need to exert our 
influence to maintain our special 
relationship, but this requires us 
to think globally not domestically.

The Pilgrims has a special 
opportunity to influence these 
decisions, whilst riding above 
party politics. Members can enjoy 
meeting each other socially, and 
at the same time work to enhance 
the goodwill between our two 
nations. However, this can only 
be successful if we find ways of 
working together to make each of 
us stronger than either could ever 
hope to achieve on its own.
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Visit to the College of Arms

On Thursday 23rd January 
and Thursday 6th 
February, a group of 

Pilgrims visited the College of 
Arms. This is the official heraldic 
authority for England, Northern 
Ireland and the Commonwealth. 
The Heralds of the Kings of 
England were first incorporated 
by Richard III in 1484 and in 
1555 Queen Mary I gave them a 
new Charter and the site of the 
present College. The original 
building was burnt down in the 
Great Fire of 1666 and the present 
building is the work of Maurice 
Emmett and was built between 
1671 and 1688.

The Officers of Arms are 
members of the Royal Household 

and are still appointed directly 
by the Crown by letters patent 
under the great seal on the 
advice of the Duke of Norfolk as 
hereditary Earl Marshal. They 
consist of three kings of arms 
(Garter, Clarenceaux and Norroy 
and Ulster), six heralds (Windsor, 
Lancaster, Somerset, York, 
Chester and Richmond), and 
four pursuivants (Bluemantle, 
Portcullis, Rouge Croix and 
Rouge Dragon). For centuries 
the kings of arms have been 
authorised by the sovereigns to 
grant arms to eminent men and 
women subject to the approval 
of the Earl Marshal.

We were very privileged to 
have fellow pilgrim John Petrie 

(Windsor Herald) acting as 
our principal tour guide. His 
erudition and obvious love for 
the whole subject of heraldry 
was spellbinding and we could 
easily have spent a whole day in 
the record room. The Officers of 
Arms not only grant new coats of 
arms but also maintain registers 
of arms, pedigrees, genealogies, 
perform ceremonial duties and 
advise on everything covering 
the peerage and baronetage, 
precedence, honours as well as 
national and community symbols 
including flags.

A fascinating and memorable 
evening was brought to a close by 
a most enjoyable buffet supper.
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On Tuesday 19th November, 
the Pilgrims’ invited 
speaker was Baroness 

Williams of Crosby and the venue 
was the Army and Navy Club.

Shirley Williams ranks as one of 
the outstanding figures in the last 
half century of British politics, as 
a Labour Cabinet Minister and 
as one of the Gang of Four (not 
to be confused with Madam Mao 
and her infamous colleagues) 
who broke away from Labour 
and set up the Social Democratic 
Party (later to merge with the 
Liberal Party). After a very warm 
introduction by long-time friend 
Debbie Owen, Lady Williams 
began by recalling her childhood 
which included wartime 
evacuation to the USA where she 
met Hubert Humphrey and Lord 
Halifax (British Ambassador and 
former Foreign Secretary). Despite 
her American connections, she 
has always been a passionate 
Europhile who regards Brexit as 
a very big mistake on the part of 
Britain. Lady Williams went on 
to state that Europe had always 
been remote in British eyes 
but conceded that Britain had 
a remarkable history. As a true 
Anglo-American, she thought 

Shirley 
Williams looks 
at America’s 
place in an 
ever-changing 
world

that the USA has never been fully 
understood by the UK.

At question time, Lady Williams 
was asked about the importance of 
the Special Relationship, the need 
for strong security and defence 
(through NATO), the possible effect 
on the UK’s influence in the world 
if the USA becomes isolationist, the 
existence of a real EU/European 
plan and the effects of the rise of 
China. Pilgrims’ Chairman Diane 
Simpson thanked Shirley Williams 
for her thoughtful and illuminating 
presentation and presented her 
with the customary Pilgrims’ 
official history and ladies’ scarf.

NEW MEMBERS 
SEPTEMBER 2019 AND 
JANUARY 2020
Mrs Julie Burton
Major Paul Chishick
Ms Alixe Buckerfield de la 
Roche
Mrs Yvonne Eichel
Mr Charles Sims, Jr Farr
The Rev Alan Gyle S.Ch.OLJ
Mr George King
Mr Christopher North
The Right Hon Sir Stephen 
O’Brien KBE
Mrs Kathryn Pretzel-Shiels
Mr Mark Shiels
Mr Tom Skwarek
Mr Francis Whitlock
Mr Alistair Wood

L-R Chairman Dee Dee Simpson 
and The Right Honourable The 
Baroness Williams of Crosby CH PC
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News from The Pilgrims of the United States

L-R James D. Zirin, Dame Karen 
Pierce, Miner H. Warner

IN MEMORIAM

Sir Hugh Cubitt CBE JP DL

Captain Philip Foxwood

Dr Michael Dingle

Mr Christopher Lister

Mr David Palmer

Mr Herbert L Oakes Jr

Mr Norman Moss

Mrs Suzy Webster

Sir Kenneth Warren

Sir Nigel Broomfield KCMG

Sir Tobias Clarke, 6th Baronet
Dame Karen Pierce, 

DCMG, United Kingdom 
Ambassador and 

Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations, was the guest 
of honour at a reception held 

The Pilgrims

Executive Secretary:  
Mrs Amy Thompson

Newsletter Editor:  
Christopher Robson 

sec@pilgrimsociety.org

Mailing address:
7 Beeches Close,  
Saffron Walden  
CB11 4BU
Tel: 01799 732281
www.pilgrimsociety.org

Feedback Questions

In an effort to improve future 
events we kindly invite you 
to send any feedback to the 
Executive Secretary. 

Save mailing costs 
and the environment 
If you have received a hard copy 
of this newsletter but would be 
content to receive it electronically, 
please contact the office.

John Micklethwait was 
the guest of honour at a 
reception held at The River 

Club on October 15th 2019.  He is 
the Editor in Chief of Bloomberg. 
Prior to joining Bloomberg in 
2016 he was the Editor in Chief 
of The Economist where he 
led the newspaper  into the 
digital age having joined in 1987. 
Micklethwait is co-author of six 
books, most recently “the Fourth 
Revolution: The Global Race to 
Reinvent the State.” 

On 8th January 2020, The 
Executive Committee and 
President Miner H Warner 

welcomed Max Hollein, Director 
of the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
to The Racquet and Tennis Club 
on Park Avenue. Born in Vienna, 
after studies in the city, Hollein 
began his career at New York’s 
Guggenheim Museum followed 
by a leadership role in Frankfurt. 
Prior to joining the Met, he was the 
Director and CEO of the Fine Arts 
Museum of San Francisco. 

MEMOS:

All members are encouraged to register personal details about 
themselves, for the information of other members only, in the 
Members' Area of the Society's website 

www.pilgrimsociety.org/members/index_please_login.php
 
Annual subscriptions increase to £70.00 from May 2020

at the Racquet and Tennis Club 
on 14th November 2019. In 2016, 
Dame Karen served as Director 
General for Political Affairs and 
Chief Operating Officer of the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
in London. Prior to 2016, Dame 
Karen was the UK’s Ambassador to 
Afghanistan 2015 – 2016.  Her roles 
in the Foreign and Commonwealth 
office span the last thirty years.  
She has also served in Tokyo, 
London, Washington, the Balkans, 
New York and Geneva (on February 
7 Dame Karen was appointed the 
first female British Ambassador to 
Washington).


