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A twice-yearly newsletter for Members of
The Pilgrims Society of Great Britain

Message from Mrs Dee Dee
Simpson, Chairman

Looking forward, we do not yet
know when we will be able to
meet again in person. We will
follow government guidance
and are scheduling events in the
autumn which can be held either
in person or virtually, depending
on the rules. We have scheduled
the Annual Meeting in October
with the former Pilgrims President
Lord Boyce as featured speaker,
and a session with author Andrew

SPRING 2021

NEW MEMBERS
NOVEMBER 2020 AND
MARCH 2021
Mr Nick Alcock

Dear Members:
It’s been quite a year! The last time
we were able to meet in person
was March 2020. Since then, we’ve
held a series of virtual events – 22
to date. These have included UK
Ambassador to the US Dame Karen
Pierce, journalists, authors, and
representatives of the military and
government, summaries of which
appear in this newsletter. The
sessions have been well attended
and, in fact, have attracted many
members who aren’t usually able
to attend in person. In addition,
we’ve been able to have speakers
from outside the UK and we’ve
held far more events than in a
normal year. Best of all: these
events have been free to the
membership.
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Mr Ash Alexander-Cooper
OBE
Air Vice-Marshal Lord
Maxwell Beaverbrook
Air Vice-Marshal Malcolm
Andrew Brian Brecht CB,
CBE
Mr Peter Brown
Mrs Martha Lytton Cobbold
Ms Vanessa Colomar
Ms Miriam Eaves
Miss Amelia Fox
Diane Simpson
Roberts on his new book. Amy
will keep you informed about all
developments.
I would like to take this
opportunity to thank Amy
Thompson for arranging our
events so flawlessly, Peter
Bottomley for bringing together
an outstanding programme, and
all of you for your continued
attendance, which makes for such
interesting discussion. I hope to
see you in person again soon and
to catch up then.
Diane Simpson
Chairman

Right Honourable Sir John
Bernard Goldring
Mrs Fionuala Goritsas
Viscountess Julie
Hinchingbrooke
The Lord Hodgson of Astley
Abbotts CBE
Mr Stewart Holness
Ms Katherine Ireland
Major General Gwyn Jenkins
OBE
Admiral Sir Philip Jones
GCB, DL
Mr Guy de Jonquières
Mrs Lynn Lander
Air Vice-Marshal
Christopher James Luck CB,
MBE
Mr George Magnus
Mr George Marcotte
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Sir Mark Lyall Grant GCMG,
Thursday 17th September 2020

NEW MEMBERS
NOVEMBER 2020 AND
MARCH 2021 (CONT).
Mr Ward McKimm

By Mr Abdul Bhanji

S

ir Mark has had an excellent
career culminating in
being the Permanent UK
Representative at the United
Nations and after that the National
Security Adviser with David
Cameron and Theresa May.
His topic covered many issues
including US China relations, the
increasingly powerful role of China
in world affairs and the need for
it to be held accountable. He also
talked about the US UK Special
Relationship and that regardless
of the outcome of the Presidential
election in November 2020
the Special Relationship would
continue to thrive as before. He
mentioned that COVID-19 is a 21st
Century friendly disease that does
not look kindly to a 20th century
economy. He also touched on
UK EU relations and the impact
that Angela Merkel ending her

Chancellorship in Germany
would have.
Sir Mark continued to talk about
Britain’s leading role as a Soft
Power and the fact that Britain
has the G7 leadership in 2021
which will give the opportunity to

Ms Caroline Mariah
McWilliams
Mr James North
Ms Catherine de Veaux
Rainey
Mr Peter William David
Ruddock CB, CBE, FRAeS

influence some of the global action
plans that we need to implement.
He pointed out that the G20 and
United Nations haven’t really
played a big part in resolving the
issues in the last 6 months and
therefore Britain has a leading role
to play in creating some sort of an
integrated international response
to the pandemic.

Mrs Elizabeth Scott

He concluded by saying that the
big test will be how quickly the
world economies recover and
predicted that the US and other
Western economies would find
it easier because of their reliance
on a service-based economy (21st
century friendly).

Mr Andrew Philip Start

Lord Sedwill KCMG, FRGS,
FIoD, NATO, MSM, US DCSM,
UK CSM
Mr Michael Shipster CMG,
OBE
Ms Renee Singh
Air Vice-Marshal Harvey
Smyth CB, OBE, DFC
Mr Dan Snow, MBE

Mr Charles Stevenson
Mr Shamil Thakrar
Canon Robin Ward
Mrs Elizabeth Watkins DL
Mr Justin Webb

Professor Vernon Bogdanor,
Thursday 12th November 2021
By Sir Robert Worcester KBE DL

I

am pleased to say that I have
known well and admired
greatly Professor Vernon
Bogdanor CBE for many years.
He is currently a British Research
Professor at the Institute for

Contemporary British History
at King’s College London and
Professor of Politics at the New
College of the Humanities. He is
also Emeritus Professor of Politics
and Government at the University
of Oxford and Emeritus Fellow of
Brasenose College, Oxford. Many

of his articles can be found on
YouTube.
He began his lecture expressing
his concern and regret that the
days of the great interpreters of
the US – Tocqueville, Bryce, Brogan
and Beloff have gone and that

>

The Pilgrims

Newsletter
Cont. from page 2.
>

3

Britain seems to no longer have
a deep understanding of modern
America, and urges Britain to
invest many more resources and
develop more institutions like
the Pilgrims (and Ditchley and
Fulbright I would add) to better
understand how to understand
and influence the US. The last
thing we need, he believes, is a

Clearly, Europe even with Britain
geographically present will
no longer be a member of the
European Union; what happens
in Europe is of importance to
America as essentially being a
peace project. He calls for NATO
to become a “Two-Pillar Alliance”,
with a strengthened European
“pillar”. However, given the
historical reality going back to
the League of Nations, this is

Professor Bogdanor pointed out
that the European Parliament
elections of May 2019 resulted
in gains on the Continent for the
so-called populist parties such as
the Front National in France, the
Alternative fur Deutschland, the
League in Italy and the Sweden
Democrats while Britain has no
equivalent currently. These are
in addition to the possibility of
Brexit gravely weakening liberal

weak United States because if the
US is weakened, so is the cause of
liberal democracy.

unlikely. So too, the strengthening
of the economies of the European
countries, including Britain.

Europe, shifting in the direction of
the populists.

Mark Sedwill focuses on trends, shocks and choices
facing global governance in the COVID-19 era
By Christopher Robson

O

n Monday, 5th October
history was made at the
Pilgrims with the first
virtual Zoom Annual Meeting
followed by the 27th Annual Sir
Harry Brittain Memorial Lecture.
The guest speaker, introduced by
Pilgrims President Lord Stirrup,
was Lord Sedwill. Mark Sedwill
has achieved an outstanding
career as a diplomat and civil
servant with a special gift for
seeing to the heart of a problem.
In his address he focussed on
five principal topics – viz the
environment, the technological
revolution, demographics, the
shift in the global economic
centre of gravity to the Pacific
and the rise in disaffection with
Western societies.

Central to all these problems is
the rise of China and its rivalry
with the USA. Mark Sedwill saw
this rivalry as essentially between
authoritarian state capitalism and
democratic or market capitalism.
The threat posed by China cannot
be underestimated. The Chinese
regime is not remotely interested
in democracy or in any form of
glasnost or perestroika but in using
the most advanced technology
to impose an Orwellian control
nightmare on its long-suffering
people. However, he felt that
there were key areas in which
the free world should seek cooperation – viz climate change and
biodiversity. Mark Sedwill took the
opportunity to pay tribute to Sir
Harry Brittain in his role (over a
hundred years ago) as a champion
of tariff and trade reform.

At question time, under the
guidance of Pilgrims Chairman
Diane Simpson, the areas of
discussion took in China, India,
the relationship with Europe and
the USA, critical and national
infrastructure, the positive and
negative influence of the social
media and the whole concept of
national security. The vote of thanks
was offered by Sir Bryan Nicholson
(Executive Committee) who
congratulated Mark Sedwill on his
brilliant exposition of the issues and
choices facing us.
He concluded by saying that the big
test will be how quickly the world
economies recover and predicted
that US and other economies
would find it easier because of their
reliance on service-based economy
(21st century friendly).
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Dame Karen Pierce DCMG, British Ambassador
to the Unites States, Friday 20 November 2020
th

By Sir Stephen Wright KCMG

D

ame Karen Pierce
took up her post as
British Ambassador in
Washington DC in March 2020,
having transferred from New
York where she had served as UK
Permanent Representative to the
United Nations since 2018. Dame
Karen spoke to an audience of 150
Pilgrims for an hour via Zoom on
20 November 2020.
Dame Karen expressed optimism
that, despite the uncertainty at
that moment about the outcome
of the US Presidential election,
2021 offered opportunities for
recovery after the pandemic and
other challenges in 2020. Both
the UN and President-elect Biden
spoke of the hope to ‘build back
better’ internationally saying that
this would create opportunities
for more open societies. There
was a coming together on
economic recovery and on climate
change, and Britain would play a
key role as chair of the G7 and host
of COP26.
A Biden administration would
bring back an engaged America
and this would contribute to
international stability. As one of
the few partners of the US with
global reach, Britain would make
an important contribution on all
issues of importance to the US
such as defence, climate change,
economic recovery and new
technology.

Dame Karen offered fresh
and stimulating insights on a
wide range of questions from
participants in the session,
for example:
• W
 hat could be done to make
the New York Times less
critical of Britain? The Embassy
were working on this and
particularly wanted to improve
access for US correspondents to
British Ministers;
• W
 hy did 71 million Americans
vote for President Trump? Voters
wanted a change from ‘politics as
usual’ and living standards had
been stagnant for many over the
last 25 years or more; and there
was concern about the economic
policies of the Democratic Party;
• W
 hat should the ‘special
relationship’ be in the years
ahead? Dame Karen spoke of
the strong engagement between
British and American people in
all areas of professional, business
and scientific life, and the scope
to develop shared long-term
strategies towards technology
and innovation in both civil and
defence sectors; the closeness of
working relations across so many
areas made it easier to manage
any disagreements between the
two governments;
• A
 sked about the negotiations for
a UK/US trade agreement, Dame

Karen said that progress was
good, especially on investment
and digital trade issues and SMEs,
but not yet on agriculture which
would be difficult; there was no
set timetable but Dame Karen
was hopeful that an agreement
could be reached before the
summer of 2021;
• W
 ould Russia and China exploit
the current difficulties of
American democracy? Dame
Karen thought that initially
they had seen advantage in this
but what they valued above
all was stability, and a Biden
Administration would be more
predictable even if it was also
more challenging;
• D
 id Americans see Brexit as
Britain retreating from the world
stage? Britain was showing
by its actions that Brexit did
not mean retreat, but instead
gave Britain more opportunity
for independent action;
the US valued international
partners that were capable and
dependable, and Britain had
global reach that it was ready to
use. Dame Karen concluded by
saying what a great privilege it
was for her to be in Washington,
at the heart of Western
democracy and with oversight
of the great breadth of the UK-US
relationship. And she looked
forward to meeting the Pilgrims
again in person very soon.
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Thoughts on the US Presidential Election
- Dr. Randall Heather, Thursday, December 3 , 2020
rd

By Mrs Melissa Crawshay-Williams

R

andall Heather has
been involved in British,
American and Canadian
politics for 40+ years. He has
worked in the House of Commons
and as Chief-of-Staff to an elected
official in the US, and served in
a range of analytical roles in the
private sector. Dr Heather has a PhD.
in history from the University of
Cambridge and has taught history
and politics at several universities in
the US.
We were delighted to hear
Randall’s analysis covering the
recent US elections with insightful
facts about Biden and US politics.
What follows are some of the key
points from his talk.
The pre-election polls gave
Biden a 7.8% lead and predicted
a Democratic Party “Blue Wave”
would easily take the White House,
the Senate and the House of
Representatives. However, of the 12
final national polls, only one got the
result right, a Biden victory of only
4%. So rather than a blue wave it was
very close - out of over 154 million
votes cast, if only 38,000 undecided
voters in four key states had gone
to Trump instead of Biden, Trump
would have won.
Why did Trump lose? In the end it
was not a presidential election as
much as a referendum on Donald
Trump. His defeat was the result
of character issues - his attitude

towards truthfulness, questioning
of science, his inability to accept
responsibility, to admit mistakes,
etc., so in that sense Biden was the
perfect foil. The key demographic
group that contributed to Trump’s
defeat were white males, his largest
support base in 2016; Trump was
down 8% amongst all white males
compared to 2016, but especially
college-educated (-11%) and those
aged between 45-64 (-7%). In the last
election many voters were willing to
give Trump the benefit of the doubt
but after four years many had seen
enough. Despite Trump’s relative
success with minority voters, he was
overwhelmed by the sheer increase
in turnout, the largest in 120 years,
which added over 25 million to the
total vote.
The last act in the 2020 election
cycle would be the US Senate special
elections in Georgia ( Jan. 5th) which
would decide the crucial question of
which party controls the Senate.
In terms of the new administration,
it will be more like Clinton and
Obama. In foreign policy, Biden’s
rather romanticised Irish American
of Northern Ireland will complicate
relations with the UK, especially
in regard to Brexit and the Irish
border. Biden is an internationalist,
pro-NATO and other multi-lateral
organisations. Europe is likely to
be disappointed and may still be
pressed for closer alignment with the
US in difficult relations with China
& Russia, and EU-US trade. Asia is
clearly a greater priority for Biden

and he will not be as friendly to China
as under the Obama administration.
Randall’s thoughts ended on a note
of warning that the 2024 election
will be much more important and
potentially destabilising as it will
be the end of what he calls the
“American gerontocracy.” Since 1992
political power has been dominated
by a small age cohort of politicians,
most born between 1942 and 1948,
including every presidential nominee
since 1992, with the exception of
Barack Obama. It continues with
President-elect Joe Biden (aged 78),
Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi
(80) and Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell (78). This is totally
out of sync with US history and
has essentially skipped an entire
generation. There is a desperate
need for younger leadership with
energy and new ideas.
In the 2024 election the Republicans
will need to face the grim reality that
over the past 32 years they have lost
the popular vote in every presidential
election, except 2004, and need to
expand their base beyond white
voters. The Democratic Party
nomination process will be a fight
for the soul of the party between
the moderate and progressive wings
of the Party. The 2024 presidential
election will be the most important in
a generation and chart the course for
American politics for at least the
next decade.
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Peter Baker and Susan Glasser,
Thursday 10 December 2020
th

Wednesday June 16th 2021
Time: 5.00-6.00pm.

By Mrs Diane Simpson

O

n December 10 we had
the pleasure of hearing
from husband-and-wife
team Peter Baker and Susan
Glasser, who spoke about their
new book The Man Who Ran
Washington: The Life and Times
of James A. Baker III. Peter Baker
(no relation to James) is the chief
White House correspondent
for The New York Times and a
political analyst for MSNBC. Susan
Glasser is a staff writer for The
New Yorker, founding editor of
Politico Magazine, and a CNN
global affairs analyst. The Man Who
Ran Washington is considered the
definitive biography of James Baker
and has been named a best book of
the year by The New York Times,
The Washington Post, Fortune and
Bloomberg. If you haven’t read the
book yet, I highly recommend it.
Baker and Glasser appeared
‘in conversation’ with Pilgrims
Executive Committee member
Xenia Wickett. Xenia opened by
quoting former chairman of the US
Federal Reserve Alan Greenspan,
who said that Baker is considered a
virtuoso of how to get things done
in Washington, DC. Xenia asked
how Baker accomplished this and
whether it could happen today.
Baker and Glasser first gave
some background: James Baker
started as a lawyer in Houston
and eventually served as Under
Secretary of Commerce, Secretary

Forthcoming events

Virtual talk with Adam

of the Treasury, Secretary of
State and White House Chief of
Staff, and ran five Presidential
campaigns, from Gerald Ford
through George W. Bush. They
said his background, from one
of Houston’s founding families
and educated at Princeton but
also encompassing service in
the Marines and as a roustabout
on an oil rig, meant that James
Baker could relate to anyone,
from talking duck hunting with
Senator Helms to working with
the patrician Senator Dodds.
James Baker also had an almost
uncanny ability to play ‘the
billiards of politics’, predicting
how a policy would rebound and
play out. In this way, over several
decades he was able to claim
major achievements in both the
domestic and foreign policy fields,
from Social Security reform to
rewriting the tax code to German
reunification.
In the author’s opinion, these
unique qualities as a dealmaker
would be challenged today due
to a couple of factors. First is
fragmentation of the media,
with its 24/7 feedback loop. In
addition, politics has changed:
there are the problems of
gerrymandering, pandering
to one’s own party rather than
winning new votes, and the fact
that politics has become national
rather than local. When asked

Boulton “Where is the Special
Relationship now?”
Wednesday June 30th 2021
Time: 5.00-6.00pm.
Virtual talk with General Sir Mark
Carleton-Smith KCB CBE ADC Gen
Wednesday October 6th 2021
Time: 5.00-6.00pm.
Talk with Andrew Roberts who
will discuss his new book
“George III:
The Life and Reign of Britain’s
Most Misunderstood Monarch”
(virtual or in-person TBC)
Monday 11th October 2021
Time: 6.00-7.30pm.
Annual Meeting followed by the
28th Sir Harry Brittain Memorial
Lecture ‘The Cinque Ports,
Cradle of the Royal Navy’ given
by Admiral of the Fleet the Lord
Boyce KG GCB OBE DL (virtual or
in-person TBC)

whether then-President-elect
Biden, a former Senator who
values compromise and
deal-making, might be able
to challenge the deadlock in
Washington, the authors said the
best chance would be a COVID
relief bill. This has, of course,
come to pass.
Watch this space….
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Mr Andy Haldane, Thursday January 7

th

2021

By Mr Mark Seligman

W

e were very privileged
to have Andy Haldane,
Chief Economist of
the Bank of England, talk to us
on 7 January. His subject was
“Reflections on the economy in the
light of Covid”.
Andy gave us a spirited,
unvarnished but ultimately
optimistic view of the effects
of Covid on the economies of
both the UK and US. As regards
2020, which was described as a
rollercoaster year, he drew no
punches when describing the first
half downturn as unprecedented,
with a 25% peak to trough fall in
UK economic output. Following
a surprisingly strong Summer
recovery led by the consumer,
the fourth quarter brought falling
activity as restrictions were
tightened, with a likely significant
full year drop in economic activity
in both the UK and US.
A combination of extraordinary
monetary and fiscal support,
both equal to some 15% of UK
Gross Domestic Product, kept
UK unemployment from being in
double digit percentages, ending
the year at around 6% having been
half that before the pandemic.
Unlike the Global Financial Crisis
of 2008-10, this time round
the banks had been part of the
solution, with high levels of
lending and corporate support
helping to reduce long term

economic scarring. The lowest
levels of interest rates in history
support the affordability of loans
for households and businesses,
as well as the government.
Government debt levels now
exceed 100% of Gross Domestic
Product. Here, Andy noted that
Government debt levels had on
average been above this level for
each of the last two centuries.
Turning to the outlook, Andy
described the vaccine rollout
as fantastically good news,
with second quarter prospects
looking brighter. The end of
stop-go lockdowns should allow
businesses to invest more and
to plan with renewed certainty.
The “real economy” has built up
stockpiles of savings which could
allow demand to rise significantly
once lockdown is eased. In this
regard, he thought there could be
a relief recovery as social norms
change in a “light switch” fashion,
thus mirroring what happened
at the end of the 1918-19 flu
pandemic.
Longer term, he had the
optimistic message that Covid
can serve as a catalyst for
improvement. Some continuing
home working will be good
for happiness and wellbeing.
Productivity can benefit from less
commuting, the least productive
working hours ever invented.
Digital priorities for business

have now become necessities; jobs
and activities can be spread more
evenly around the country as
these new ways of working evolve.
Populism, driven by the feeling
that people in Northern England
or Middle America have been left
behind, can be tackled. And supply
chains can be redeveloped more
durably whilst the green agenda,
for which Covid has served as a
down payment, is advanced.
All of this can be buttressed this
year by the UK’s G7 Presidency
and hosting of COP26. Continuing
US / UK trade talks provide further
grounds for optimism.
With some minutes to spare, there
was a lively question and answer
session hosted by our Chairman,
Dee Dee Simpson. From this we
learned that the Bank of England is
in no rush to withdraw monetary
support, and that markets remain
open to fund Government deficits.
Negative interest rates are in the
economic tool box to bolster
activity if appropriate, but are
balanced by ever present vigilance
against a resurgence of inflation.
Dee Dee Simpson concluded
by thanking Andy for a
wonderful speech and for
giving us reasons for optimism
in these difficult times.”
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Admiral Tony Radakin CB ADC,
Thursday 28th January 2021
By Admiral Sir George Zambellas GCB, DSC, DL

T

he Pilgrims were delighted
to invite Admiral Tony
Radakin CB ADC, the
First Sea Lord, to address the
Society on 28th January 2021. The
Admiral has served in the role
for almost two years and was,
of course, speaking in advance
of the U.K. Integrated Review of
Security, Defence and Foreign
Policy which was published on
16th March 2021. Nevertheless,
and with a keen eye on the likely
outcome, the First Sea Lord

offered a fascinating global
perspective on defence, the
maritime role within it, and the
key characteristics of the strong
transatlantic connections that
continue, after so many decades,
to reinforce the strategic
partnership and our common
interests. He spoke about the
Navy’s role in NATO, the new
inventory of carriers, jets and
ships, and the forthcoming
carrier-led deployment to the
Far East, where the traditional

role of the Navy includes
supporting soft power in the
form of post-BREXIT diplomacy
and trade. The Admiral was most
forthcoming during the Q&A,
and the session used its full
allocation of time over a wide
range of issues. Vice Admiral
Sir Anthony Dymock wrapped
up the session, and thanked the
First Sea Lord.

Sir Peter Westmacott GCMG LVO,
Thursday March 4th 2021
By Mr Mark Fox

F

ellow Pilgrim Sir Peter
Westmacott spoke to us
to mark the publication of
his book They Call It Diplomacy.
Sir Peter has written a riveting
memoir of his long stint as a
British diplomat, serving as
a British ambassador on no
less than three occasions – to
Turkey, France and the United
States. Having spent a lifetime using words with great
skill and considerable care Sir
Peter’s descriptions of the work
undertaken, events experienced

and perhaps above all his
fondness for the places in which
he served and the people he has
met shone through in his talk as
vividly as it does on every page
of his book. Where Sir Peter
expresses a forthright view it is to
express a certain disappointment
with the actions of some of his
political masters and some recent
policy directions the country has
taken. He was as clear in his talk
as he is in his book why he holds
the views that he does, views
clearly motivated by the deepest

sense of loyalty and concern
for the country he has served
for over forty years as a diplomat,
but his sense of frustration
and disappointment is palpable.
Sir Peter’s was a hugely successful
talk and the Q&A that followed
it showed the Pilgrims at their
most engaged.
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Samantha Job introduces the Integrated Review,
Thursday March 30th 2021
By Paul Dimond

S

amantha Job, Director for
Defence and International
Security at the Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development
Office, gave the Pilgrims an exclusive
briefing on 30 March on Global
Britain in a Competitive Age: The
Integrated Review of Security,
Defence, Development and Foreign
Policy, which had been published
earlier in the month. A career foreign
service officer since 1992, Samantha
had been Foreign and Security
Counsellor at the British Embassy
at Washington, engaging with the
US Government across all aspects of
national security policy, before her
current appointment.

The international security
environment had deteriorated
since the last Review in 2015. The
IR detailed the UK’s commitment to
maintaining its nuclear deterrent,
as the ultimate guarantee of the
UK and its NATO Allies’ security.
To maintain a minimum credible
nuclear deterrent, the UK intended
to increase the limit of its overall
nuclear stockpile to no more than
260 warheads (the smallest number
in the P5). The IR made it clear
that the UK wanted to strengthen
arms-control, disarmament and
non-proliferation efforts.
Samantha explained that the IR
had four overarching themes:

• S
 ustaining strategic advantage
The Director said that the publication
through science and technology –
was an important moment for Global
a dual-track approach of investing
Britain. The IR would serve as a
in UK strengths around R&D,
strategic asset to communicate the
whilst sharpening the approach
UK’s long-term security and defence
to regulatory diplomacy to
objectives to allies and partners,
win the debates on critical
including a renewed and strong
and emerging technologies
commitment to NATO. It differed
that are central to geopolitical
from previous Defence Reviews
competition. Protecting the
in that it covered UK strategy on
UK’s own R&D would be a key
security, defence, development
part of this.
and foreign policy and recognised
a changing international situation.
• S
 haping the open international
It highlighted the role of the UK
order of the future - the IR
in the world through a prism of
discussed a framework of
systemic competition, noting the
“systemic competition”. This
rivalry between authoritarian and
reflected the degree to which
democratic systems and the need to
competition between states/
focus on the Rules Based International
blocs with different political
System and the future of regulatory
systems was mounting, and
diplomacy to shape new norms,
that this competition extends
including in cyber space.
from economic power to our

core values. It also captured the
way in which the international
system itself was under strain
and had become a key theatre in
the contest between divergent
models of government.
• S
 trengthening security and
defence at home and overseas
- recognising the changing
pressures on UK defence/security
services as state threats had
grown in intensity. There would
naturally be continuity – in the
UK’s resolute commitment to
Euro-Atlantic security, with NATO
at its heart. But it would also
include a geographical shift in
emphasis to the Indo-Pacific. And
through the connected Defence
Command Paper the UK would
make major changes to the
footprint of the UK armed forces.
• B
 uilding resilience at home and
overseas – the UK would improve
its national resilience amidst
emergent threats to security and
prosperity. This was particularly
key as the UK made deliberate
efforts to shape the world
around it. For the first time it was
advocating a whole-of-society
approach to this challenge. And it
placed a premium on cooperating
with international partners
to address challenges such as
climate change and global health
risks – factors which were in
sharp relief since the pandemic. >
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The Director emphasized
that while this was a national
document, the US would fit into all
aspects of the IR, collective security
being the theme throughout.
In response to questions, the
Director saw the IR as positive
for the FCDO. An advantage of
diplomacy was that it was not
that expensive. Heads of Mission
overseas would have plans
running across their brief. More
would be done to add detail in the
broad direction of travel, including
the shift to the Indo-Pacific.
Europe should continue to have
the capability to draw on NATO.
Science and technology were
important in considering
arms control.
Samantha added that reactions to
the IR from allied Governments
had been positive. And deployment
of the increased defence budget
should be seen in the context of
some years ahead.
Thanking the Director, Sir Stephen
Wright praised her presentation as
attracting as much interest among
the Pilgrims as other speakers’
entire books and we were most
grateful to her for giving us this
early insight on the important
Integrated Review. We hoped
to see her back to talk to us
about progress.

Robert Zoellick on his new
book “America in the World
– A history of U.S. Diplomacy
and Foreign Policy”
By Mr Christopher Robson

O

n Tuesday, 6th April 2021
Robert Zoellick (former
President of the World
Bank) addressed a Pilgrims
meeting (virtually) introduced by
Lionel Barber (former Editor of
the Financial Times). Mr Zoellick
has held a series of high-level
US government appointments
with an inside knowledge of
the Washington system that is
unrivalled. He began by referring
to Alexander Hamilton, the first
Secretary of the US Treasury
and the subject of an immensely
successful stage musical. He also
made reference to Abraham
Lincoln’s role and Prince Albert’s
role in preventing war between the
two countries over the Trent affair.
He went on to talk about the role
of the now-forgotten Charles
Evan Hughes in the Washington
Conference (1921) and the role of
John Hay in the open-door policy
towards China. His analysis of
the Kennedy administration will
interest many people. Robert
Zoellick dubs JFK The Crisis Man
who actually learned in officecompare the way he handled the
disastrous Bay of Pigs Invasion
with the way he handled the Cuban

Missile Crisis. On Lyndon Johnson’s
handling of the Vietnam War, he
is somewhat more ambivalent.
Johnson was skilled at putting
together coalitions where he
wanted everyone to agree (as his
role as Senate Majority Leader in
the 1950’s).
Mr Zoellick discussed Britain’s
role in the world alongside that
of the USA. With the fifth largest
economy in the world Britain still
has an important role to play. The
Biden Administration was in early
days and the main focus must be
dealing with the pandemic and
the vaccination programme. Other
questions concerned the fate of
the Republican Party, the need for
a viable two-party system. Britain’s
role post-Brexit and the US/China
relationship. Also, the question
of whether Biden would seek a
second term and would Kamala
Harris succeed him as President?
Sir Peter Bottomley gave a witty
and heartfelt vote of thanks and
Pilgrims Chairman Diane Simpson
brought the whole proceedings to
an end.
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Edward Luce on the new Biden administration
and America’s place in the world- A history of U.S
diplomacy and foreign policy
By Christopher Robson

O

n Thursday 25th, February
2021 Edward Luce
(National Editor and
columnist at the Financial Times
Washington DC) addressed a
Pilgrims meeting by Zoom. He
began by concentrating on the
view often expressed by pundits
that the United States is in longterm decline. In 1945 the USA
had about 50% of the world’s
economy and in 2021 this was
down to 20%. So, in relative terms
the USA is in relative decline but
still remains the largest single
economy in the world. The
Biden Administration has made
a promising beginning with an
experienced team such as Janet
Yellen (Treasury), Tony Blinken
(State Department), Bill Burns
(CIA) and Jake Sullivan (National
Security Advisor). Biden has
assembled a very seasoned and
capable Washington team above
all, himself with many years in
the Senate and eight years as
Vice-President (under Obama). He
has tackled the COVID-19 crisis
with an effective vaccination
programme.
Mr Luce also made mention of
the Munich conference which
President Biden addressed
virtually. Here the President
sought to lay out the aims and

intentions of American foreign
policy. Luce also revealed that
he was writing a biography
of Zbigniew Brzezinski, who
was National Security Advisor
and the unquestioned master
strategist of the Cartere
administration. The problem
of Trump or what passes for
Trumpism remains. Also,
Biden has to deal with internal
problems within the Democratic
party – notably Bernie Sanders
and his left-wing faction.
Is America back in business on
the world stage? The answer is
assuredly yes and the problem
of China remains as before. Mr
Luce did not discount the extent
of China’s influence even with
regard to the military coup in
Burma/Myanmar. The Biden
approach to China is very likely
to be one of competition and
co-operation. Taiwan and Hong
Kong remain key issues for the
USA. Mr Luce also touched on
the likelihood of America joining
the Trans-Pacific Partnership
and discussed the consequences
of the trillion-dollar stimulus
package put before Congress.
Pilgrims Chairman Diane
Simpson brought the
proceedings to an end by

IN MEMORIAM
Mr Michael Benn
The Hon Charles Cecil
Sir Michael Chaplin CBE
Sir David Hardy
Mr Geoffrey Lander
Mr Ian Mackintosh
Mr John Polk
Mr Brian Watkins, CMG
Mr Ludovic de Walden
Mr Richard Walduck OBE JP
DL
Sir Philip Wroughton KCVO

thanking Edward Luce for his
perceptive remarks and the
way he handled questions
from the audience.
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Nick Bryant,
Wednesday 10th March 2021
By Mr Mark Fox

N

ick Bryant is a
distinguished and
long serving BBC
correspondent. He spoke
to the Pilgrims to mark the
publication of his new book
When America Stopped Being
Great. Nick gave us a riveting
account of his long period of
reporting the politics and other
major events that have taken
place across the United States
in recent times, based firstly in
the nation’s capital Washington
DC and more recently in New
York. With his long experience
of, and strong attachment to, the
United States he spoke movingly
about the changing nature of
American politics and the social
and economic changes that
have been the powerful driving
forces behind the changes.
Presidential politics of course
provide the main focus but Nick
was also able to reflect with
deep knowledge on the changing

nature of State and local politics.
It was though the extraordinary
rise of Donal Trump from New
York property developer to the
Presidency that most vividly
represents the fundamental
shift and apparent atomisation
of American society that
underpinned his rise. Nick also
spoke with great insight about the
pressures and direction America
is experiencing and might take
in the first half of the Twenty
First Century. In the questions
and answers that followed it was
clear the conversation could have
continued for much longer than
the time allotted. Being a skilled
reporter Nick’s book is a very
worthwhile read.
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