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Letter from a younger
member of the Executive
Committee

F

or Pilgrims of all ages, much
has changed since 1973. While
many of us witnessed first-hand
the moment when Britain joined the
European Economic Community,
others were too young - or even yet
to be born.
Britain had suffered as ‘the sick
man of Europe’ in the `70s, with
industrial strife and poor economic
performance leading to the 1978-79
Winter of Discontent. 1988 saw
Hungary’s border opened, destroying
the Iron Curtain, with Germany
reuniting in 1990. Further East, the
USSR abandoned nine years of SovietAfghan War in 1988 and withdrew
its military support from former
satellite states. Lithuania voted to
leave the USSR in early 1990, followed
quickly by Latvia and Estonia. With
Ukraine’s departure came the end of
the USSR, and Russia’s emergence as
an independent state in 1991. Finally,
the `90s saw dramatic globalisation:
with many African, Asian and Latin
American economies beginning to
catch up with the West, proof of a
trend away from socialist economics.
But what of the evolving union
of European states? 43 years …

and change beyond recognition:
from nine to 28 member nations;
from 1.6m to 4.5m km2; from 256 to
507 million people; from 3.1 to over
18.5 trillion US dollars of total GDP.
Remarkably, the June Referendum
is the first democratic moment in
Britain to reconsider EU membership
since 1975.
US Ambassador Choate expressed
our purpose in 1902 ‘to promote
good-will, good-fellowship, and
everlasting peace between the
United States and Great Britain’.
Today’s uncertainties bring a more
fevered trans-Atlantic climate.
Donald Trump’s Republican
nomination has been controversial,
while the sustained Bernie Sanders
challenge to Hillary Clinton has
prevented Democrat consolidation.
As Pilgrims, we can consider how
the Referendum impacts on our
specific outlook.
The vulnerability of US-UK goodwill
has itself become topical. ‘The row
[over Muslim-related immigration]
means that if Mr Trump wins the
Presidential election in less than a
year diplomatic relations between
Britain and the United States

could become close to untenable.’
(Daily Telegraph, December 2015)
Specifically on the Referendum,
‘Mr Obama sidestepped a question
on whether the special relationship
… would be damaged if Britain voted
to leave the European Union.’ (New
York Times, April 2016)
Pilgrims may disagree or agree
with a US perspective on the
Referendum which appeared
in Special Relationships in Flux
(Chatham House, May 2016): ‘There
is, in short, no good outcome for the
United States resulting from a British
decision to leave the EU.’
Post Referendum, there’ll be work
to do. With a ‘Remain’ majority,
threats of recent tensions must be
overcome. Or, with ‘Leave’ as the
outcome, good-fellowship will need
urgent attention. The Pilgrims await
the result with determined support
for UK-US relations.
Tristan Elbrick
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Elizabeth Dibble bids farewell to the British
Pilgrims and gives her own assessment of
the durability of the Special Relationship

P

ilgrims and guests gathered
for a dinner at the Cavalry
& Guards Club on 9 May
to hear Elizabeth Dibble, Deputy
Chief of Mission at the US Embassy
in London, speak on the AngloAmerican Special Relationship.
Elizabeth Dibble, a career diplomat
with many years’ experience and a
very good friend of The Pilgrims, has
served in a variety of places including
Damascus, Islamabad, Tunis and
Rome. The dinner marked not only
her forthcoming departure from
London, but her retirement from the
US Foreign Service.
After an introduction by Pilgrims’
President Marshal of the Royal
Air Force Lord Stirrup, Ms Dibble
recalled her first diplomatic posting
to London in 1982, at the time
of the Falklands War and in the
closing years of the Cold War. The
Special Relationship had been
strained in those days, with the US
invasion of Grenada, the placing of
cruise missiles on UK soil and the
sovereignty of the Falkland Islands.
Turning to her present posting, Ms
Dibble emphasised the huge impact
we now faced from digital technology
and globalisation. Britain and the
United States were confronted by a
range of complex problems so the
Special Relationship was still of the
greatest importance. A special effort
was being made to reach out to young
people all over the UK through the

Mrs Diane Simpson with Ms Elizabeth Dibble
Young Leaders Network, sponsored by
the US Embassy.
Elizabeth Dibble looked forward to
the opening of the new American
Embassy in Nine Elms in January
2017 and believed the building of this
embassy to be an affirmation of the
significance that the US attaches to its
most important relationship with a
foreign country.
Elizabeth Dibble concluded by
reaffirming her belief in the validity
of the Special Relationship which she
described as unbreakable, flexible,
adaptable and dynamic.
Questions raised covered the meaning
of the Special Relationship to young
people; the defects of the US political
system; the fate of Tunisia since
the Arab Spring of 2011; US trade
negotiations with Europe and the
influence of Hispanic-Americans on
the Special Relationship.

The proceedings ended with a very
warm vote of thanks from Executive
Committee member Diane Simpson.

Note from the Secretary
It would assist the smooth
running of the office if members
who book events and then find
themselves unable to attend
could give as much notice as
possible of their change of plan.
Tessa Wells

In Memoriam
Professor David K Adams OBE
David A Emms OBE
Sir Robert Finch KBE
The Lady Foley
Maurice James Lowther
Professor Anthony Mellows OBE TD
Daniel S Shapiro
Michael D Scott
Mrs Carolyn Toulmin
Stephen F Wheatcroft OBE
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Ambassador Anthony L Gardner
makes a strong case for the UK
remaining in the EU

A

nthony L Gardner, the US
Ambassador to the European
Union, was the guest of
honour at a luncheon on 26 February
at the Royal Air Force Club, Piccadilly.
Following an introduction by
Pilgrims’ Chairman Ronald Freeman,
Ambassador Gardner emphasised
that the EU was a topic of major
interest to people in the USA and
that the British Referendum on 23
June would have a major effect on
the EU and the world in general.
This was clearly a decision for the
British people to take, without
any interference from the USA or
any other country. Ambassador
Gardner had spent 27 years of his life
believing in the European project
which had succeeded in bringing
together a former war-tom continent
and transforming it into a union of
free-trade, liberal democracy with an
overriding concern for human rights.
He was convinced that the EU played
a pivotal role in world affairs. The US
Secretary of State John Kerry believed

in a strong UK in a strong EU and that
if the UK were to leave the EU, the UK
would lose influence in the world.
Ambassador Gardner was firmly of
the opinion that the UK’s exit from
the EU would involve renegotiation
of existing treaties and the making
of new treaties - a process that could
take years. Brexit would mean that
the USA would lose a valuable ally in
Europe at a time when the EU was
grappling with such major problems
as migration, borders and refugees
and when many of its citizens,
especially in Italy and Spain, were
losing faith in the whole European
project. Ambassador Gardner felt
there were big fissures in the EU
between the prosperous north and
the less-prosperous south. Brussels,
where he was based, was often made
the scapegoat for such problems
as refugees and border control. A
wide gulf existed between rhetoric
and reality but Ambassador Gardner
believed that the much-maligned
Schengen Agreement would survive,

Ronald M Freeman, Chairman, with
Ambassador Anthony L Gardner
and concluded by focusing on
such key EU matters as an energy
single market; law enforcement,
especially with regard to counterterrorism; military security; trade
and technology.
Ambassador Gardner was questioned
on the likelihood of the US negotiating
a free trade deal with the UK if Brexit
occurred; the EU contribution to the
refugee crisis caused by the conflict
in Syria, and the viewpoint of those
people in the UK who wanted to leave
the EU. Sanford Henry delivered a
very warm vote of thanks to Anthony
Gardener, an outstanding American
public servant in the Averell
Harriman mould.

List of members 2016
The updated List of Members has either been sent in advance,
or is enclosed with this mailing.
Please keep the office informed of any change of details for the
members’ list, change of mailing address, and particularly change
of email addresses.
Our congratulations to Sir Clive Bossom, a member of the
Pilgrims for seventy years, since 1946
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George Robertson looks back on a remarkable
career embracing both domestic politics and the
world scene

P

ilgrims and guests gathered
at the National Liberal Club
on 3 February to hear fellowPilgrim and former Executive
Committee member Lord Robertson
of Port Ellen deliver the 19th Annual
Reflections Lecture.

George Robertson was born in Port
Ellen, the son of a policeman and
from a family of policemen. He
reminisced about his time at Dunoon
Grammar School and being involved
in CND demonstrations aimed against
the American nuclear submarines
based at Holy Loch. While at Dundee
University he organised protests
and sit-ins. In 1978 he won a byelection in Hamilton for the Labour
Party, and then worked under David
Ennals. Between 1979 and 1997, while
in opposition, George Robertson
became a spokesman on Scottish
affairs, then chief spokesman on
Europe, dealing with the implications
of the Maastricht Treaty. In 1992 he
joined the Shadow Cabinet as Shadow
Secretary of State for Scotland. When
Labour returned to power in 1997
he was surprised to be appointed
Defence Secretary.

In 1999 Lord Robertson became the
tenth Secretary-General of NATO
and the third Briton to hold that
eminent position. He recalled the
momentous events of 11 September
2001, when NATO invoked Article 5 of
its constitution, and the subsequent
invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.
He talked about the attempts to
bring Russia in from the cold and the
creation of the Russia/NATO Council,
and his dealings with Vladimir Putin
who at that time seemed to want
Russia to be part of Western Europe.
Lord Robertson did not believe
that we were now returning to the
Cold War, though Russia was still a
problem with which we had to deal.
He ended with a quote from Charlie
Chaplin - I have a great interest in the
future and that is where I intend to
spend the rest of my life.
At question-time Lord Robertson
dealt with the future of NATO
as a defence alliance; the effect
of the oil-price collapse on the
Russian economy; Russia and the
Ukraine; Putin’s role in a Syrian
settlement, and the strength of the
US commitment to the defence of

Europe. Having been introduced
by Sir Peter Bottomley MP, Lord
Robertson received an equally
warm vote of thanks from Alastair
Macpherson of Pitmain.

NEW MEMBERS JANUARY
AND MARCH 2016
Mrs Elizabeth Baxter
Dr Christopher Bond
Matthew Cadbury
Ms Jennifer Cosco
The Lady Cranworth
His Honour Judge Hilliard QC
Sir Brian Jenkins GBE
Mrs Elizabeth Mellows
Charlie Methven
Willie Nagel CMG
Lady Newall MBE
Mrs Alicia Salter
The Revd Christopher Stoltz
Mrs Cissy Walker
Simon Walker
Professor Richard
Wendorf FSA
Mark A Wippell
Dame Fiona Woolf DBE
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Gary Younge takes a close look at the racial divide
in modern America

A

uthor, broadcaster and
award-winning Guardian
columnist, with an in-depth
knowledge of present-day America,
Gary Younge was the guest speaker at
dinner held at the Cavalry & Guards
Club on 9 November.
Gary Younge claimed that with
an African-American President
occupying the White House, for
African-Americans this was a
Dickensian situation - both the best
and the worst of times. A very large
number of African-Americans were
in prison and the murder rate among
young black children was disturbingly
high. Many blacks were still at a
disadvantage in employment, housing
and life expectancy. The USA had

more people in prison than the Soviet
Union had in its gulags. The Latino/
Hispanic group was growing faster
than any other and had overtaken
the African-Americans in numbers
and it was estimated that the white
population would be in a minority
by 2030. Gary Younge concluded
by paying tribute to his mother who
single-handedly raised him and his
siblings and encouraged them to take
advantage of the educational, health
and social opportunities offered in
the United Kingdom.
Gary Younge was questioned on
President Obama’s legacy; the
best ways of overcoming racial
discrimination in the USA and the
UK, and the existence of racism and

The new US Embassy in London

T

he Pilgrims were addressed
by Rodney Evans, Project
Manager for the new US
London Embassy at a meeting in
Portcullis House on 18 April.
Rodney Evans joined the US Foreign
Service in 1985 as a construction
engineer. His most recent assignments

had included the building of new
office annexes in Manila, the new
embassies in Port au Prince and
Managua, and the renovation of the
embassy in Warsaw. As Pilgrims’
Vice-President Sir Robert Worcester
pointed out in his introduction,
Rodney Evans was very well qualified
to take on the assignment of the new
London embassy.
Rodney Evans felt that the current
embassy building in Grosvenor
Square, which has been occupied since
1960, no longer had adequate physical
and visual security and was in need
of general renovation. The budget for
the new eleven-storey building at Nine
Elms was $l.023 billion.

severe poverty, especially among
poor whites, throughout American
history. The vote of thanks was
proposed by Vice-Admiral Sir
Anthony Dymock.

The 4.9-acre site was purchased in
October 2008. The building was
designed by Kieran Timberlake and
the official ground-breaking ceremony
was held in November 2013. Toppingout took place in December 2015. The
building should be fully occupied by
the end of January 2017.
The new embassy had plenty of
natural light and would have six
gardens, each representing a different
aspect of the USA. As the time of
Rodney Evans’s talk the building
was 72% complete, with all sewage,
water, gas, telephone and power
connections in place. Rodney Evans
spoke of an embassy of futuristic
design with a projected life-span
of one hundred years, fit for the
demands of the 21st century.
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Panel discussion on the American
Presidential Election

Forward Programme
Thursday 30 June
Visit to Rousham House and
Ditchley Park, Oxfordshire
Coach will leave central London
at 8.30 am, returning by 7.00 pm.
Monday 11 July
Lunch with Sir Peter Westmacott

Elisabeth Braw

A

Griff Witte

panel discussion on the
US Presidential Election
was held on 17 March in
Portcullis House. Elisabeth Braw
of Newsweek acted as Moderator,
with panellists Griff Witte, London
Bureau Chief of the Washington Post,
Andrew Cave of The Daily Telegraph
and Marcus Roberts of YouGov.
Following an introduction by Sir
Peter Bottomley MP, the panel
discussion focused on the effect that
globalisation had on the fortunes of
the American lower middle class,
causing discontent and resentment,
and explaining the degree of support
for Donald Trump. Self-proclaimed
socialist Bernie Sanders had gained
support on the Democrat side at the
expense of Hillary Clinton, who had
been compelled to move further
to the left and attack the power of
Wall Street and big business. The
panel felt that Donald Trump would
have great difficulty in attracting
the crucial Hispanic and AfricanAmerican vote, remarking on his
media skills, which had given him
free television air-time in the early
days of his campaign.
Questions from the floor covered
a variety of topics: what advice
should be given to Hillary Clinton
in any TV debates with Donald

Andrew Cave

Marcus Roberts

Trump; what criteria the two rival
candidates should use in selecting
their respective running-mates; the
importance of the Hispanic vote;
Donald Trump’s chances of winning
the Presidency; the relationship
between Primary electoral turnouts
and Presidential election turnouts;
the possible reaction of the
Republican Party Establishment to a
Trump candidacy, and the chances
of a brokered Republican convention
in the summer.
Further questions covered the
outcome of a Trump Presidency;
the possible effect of either a
Clinton or Trump Presidency on
the make-up of the Senate; foreign
policies which would be pursued
by either candidate; the effect of
the Election on the Supreme Court
vacancy, and the uphill struggle
that Republican candidates
would face with Trump as
Presidential candidate. The panel
agreed with President Obama’s
recent sentiment - that the
American electorate could be relied
upon to make the right choice at a
Presidential Election.
Pilgrims Chairman Ronald Freeman
thanked the panellists for their
outstanding contribution to the
success of the event.

12.15 for 12.45 pm
Reform Club, 104 Pall Mall
Wednesday 21 September
Dinner with the Marquess
of Salisbury
7.15 for 7.45 pm, black tie
Cavalry & Guards Club,
127 Piccadilly
Thursday 13 October
Dinner with Sir Anthony Seldon
The Special Relationship and the
Washington Embassy 1916-2016
7.15 for 7.45 pm, black tie
Lansdowne Club,
Fitzmaurice Place
Monday 17 October
Annual Meeting and Sir Harry
Brittain Memorial Lecture
Annual Meeting at 6.00 pm, by
kind invitation of Freshfields, at
Northcliffe House, 26-28 Tudor
Street, EC4Y 0AY, followed by
the Sir Harry Brittain Memorial
Lecture by Lord Rees of Ludlow
and a reception, then an optional
supper at the nearby Apex
Temple Court restaurant
Tuesday 8 November
Luncheon with Lord Watson
of Richmond
Churchill’s Legacy: Two Speeches
to Save the World
12.15 for 12.45 pm
Naval Club, 38 Hill Street, Mayfair
Lord Watson will speak
before luncheon
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Tour of the State Rooms at 10 Downing Street

T

wo groups of Pilgrims visited 10
Downing Street on 29 April for a
special tour of the State Rooms.

10 Downing Street has been the
official residence of British Prime
Ministers since 1735, in the time of Sir
Robert Walpole. The small facade
conceals the sheer size of the building,
a town mansion in the eighteenthcentury tradition. The highlight of
the lively and entertaining tour was
undoubtedly the opportunity to
sit around the famous table in the
Cabinet Room. We were then taken

up the stairs, lined with engravings
and photographs of all previous
Prime Ministers, to the Large and
Small Dining Rooms, the Pillared
Room, the Terracotta Drawing Room
and the White Drawing Room, as well
as the room which Margaret Thatcher
used as her study.

All who visited also attended a
most convivial lunch in the elegant
surroundings of the Saloon at
Boodle’s in St James’s Street, designed
by John Crunden 1775-76 in the style
of Adam’s Royal Society of Arts
building in the Adelphi.

Davos, Aspen & Yale: My life behind
the Elite Curtain as a Global Sherpa,
by Theodore Roosevelt Malloch

T

ed Malloch is a former Yale
professor and senior business
executive familiar with the
most powerful leaders in business,
media and politics. In this book,
Malloch presents a humorous and
witty take on his life experiences
in a unique and riotous account.

Masterfully woven throughout the
stories are insights on his driving
passion: enterprise, organisation,
dedication, skill, teamwork, diligence
and planning. Malloch demonstrates
how his Christian faith and spiritual
capital have motivated and guided his
purpose and higher calling.

Email orders@wndbooks.com
to order copies.

George – A life so well lived

W

ritten by his son Rupert,
this private publication is
a mixture of affectionate
memoir and formal biography of Field
Marshal Sir Geoffrey Baker (1912-80),
known to all as George. He was a
member of the Pilgrims from the early
1960s until his death.

Cyprus; construction of the Berlin
Wall, the Cuban missile crisis and the
Northern Ireland troubles, and rose
to become Chief of the General Staff.
The book refers to his dealings with
Americans, both during his time at
SHAPE and during the Vietnam War.
He made many friends in the US.

The Field Marshal lived through two
world wars, the EOKA emergency in

£10.00 in aid of military charities. Please
contact the office for more information.

Geoffrey Baker in 1932
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News from The Pilgrims of the United States

S

tephen Breyer, Associate Justice
of the US Supreme Court, spoke
at a reception at the River Club
on Friday 20 November.

James D Zirin, President Miner H Warner
and Stephen Bryer

Stephen Bryer has written about
administrative law, economic
regulation and the Constitution.

After a 33-year diplomatic career
in the United States, and holding
the highest rank in the Foreign
Service, career ambassador,
Ambassador Burns retired in 2014,
becoming President of the Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace,
the oldest international affairs thinktank in the United States.

P

eter Gelb, General Manager, the
Metropolitan Opera, spoke at
a reception at the Racquet &
Tennis Club on Wednesday 17 February.
Peggy Noonan

James D Zirin, Peter Gelb and President
Miner H Warner
Stephen Bryer signing copies of his book
‘The Court and the World: American Law
and the New Global Realities’

A

mbassador William J Burns,
former Deputy Secretary of
State, spoke at a reception at
the River Club on Wednesday 23 March.

Peter Gelb has been General Manager
of the Met since 2006 and has
launched a number of initiatives to
revitalise opera and to connect it to a
wider audience. Under his leadership
the Met has recruited many of the
world’s greatest theatre, film and
opera directors and increased the
number of new productions.

The Pilgrims
Secretary:
Mrs T M Wells
Newsletter Editor:
Christopher Robson
Ambassador William J Burns

T

he 113th Annual Meeting of the
Pilgrims of the United State
took place at the Union League
Club on Monday 16 May. The society
was addressed by Peggy Noonan,
columnist with the Wall Street Journal,
speechwriter for President Reagan
and political commentator for CBS.

sec@pilgrimsociety.org

Peggy Noonan is a native New Yorker,
born in Brooklyn, who began her
career at CBS News and has taught
at Harvard, Yale and New York
University. he author of nine books
on American politics and culture,
since 2000 she has been the author
of the weekly column, Declarations,
in the Wall Street Journal. She was
special assistant and speechwriter to
President Ronald Reagan during his
years in the White House.

Save mailing costs!
If you have received a hard copy
of this newsletter but would be
content to receive it electronically,
please contact the office.

Mailing address:
54 The Street,
Mereworth, Maidstone,
ME18 5NA
Tel 01622 817780
www.pilgrimsociety.org

