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Ambassador Johnson presents his
credentials to The Pilgrims as a true
friend of Great Britain

F

or many years Middle Temple
Hall has been the venue for
the most important Pilgrims’
events—none more important than
the welcoming dinner for a new US
Ambassador. In a well-established
tradition that goes back to the very
early years of the twentieth century
(thanks to the influence of principal
Pilgrims’ founder Sir Harry Brittain), a
new Ambassador makes his first public
speech in this country at a Pilgrims’
gathering. Indeed, Middle Temple Hall
was the venue chosen for The Pilgrims’
dinner, held on 12th September 2017,
to welcome Ambassador Johnson.
The Honorable Robert Wood Johnson
IV qualified for this role as a billionaire
businessman, philanthropist and
public servant. He is also the owner
of the New York Jets of The National
Football League and a long standing
member of the US Pilgrims.
Following his introduction by Pilgrims’
President Lord Stirrup, Ambassador
Johnson began by remarking that
he had only been in this country for
16 days. He went on to pay tribute to
The Pilgrims in promoting the Special
Relationship that is so important
to both countries. On the subject of
Brexit, he stated ‘Britain’s decision to
leave the EU takes your country into

new territory but you are not heading
there on your own. The United States
is committed to standing with the
UK through Brexit. Our position on
Brexit is clear: we want a strong and
prosperous UK to remain a leader
in Europe and for the EU and UK to
remain strong leaders globally’.
Ambassador Johnson emphasised that
the UK would always have a strong
and reliable trade partner in the US
and that the inward investment by
each country in the other was crucial.
Security was the bedrock of the
relationship as demonstrated by both
countries working together through
NATO, the UN Security Council and
other bodies to deal with the issues
presented by North Korea, Russia and
international terrorism. He concluded
by referring to the London Embassy’s
move from Grosvenor Square to
Nine Elms and to the fact that the
Ambassadorship in London is the
most sought after mission in the State
Department. Ambassador Johnson said
that he looked forward to getting to
know us as a country and to working
with us as an envoy sent by a President
whom he had known for over 30 years.
Ronald Freeman, Pilgrims’ Chairman,
thanked Ambassador Johnson for
his thought-provoking speech and

Ambassador Johnson,
Lord Stirrup and Diane Simpson

The Great Hall at Middle Temple

Ronald Freeman presenting the
Ambassador with The Pilgrims
of Great Britain History
wished him all the best in his new role,
sentiments which were also echoed by
Lord Stirrup, President of The Pilgrims.
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Dear fellow Pilgrims:
by Diane G. Simpson, Chairman:

Pamela Harris Botsford

H

ow did a girl from Ohio
end up as Chairman of the
Pilgrims of Great Britain?
My job as an American diplomat
brought me to the UK in 1981 but
my marriage to a British subject,
David Simpson, cemented my USUK alliance. I have served at the
Intermediate-range Nuclear Forces
negotiations in Geneva and on NGO
boards, including the UK arm of the
International Rescue Committee, and
on the Alumni Council of my alma
mater Dartmouth College.
I replace Ron Freeman, who served
as Chairman with wit and charm for
seven years. I’m sure you will join me
in thanking him for his sterling service.
I will certainly rely on his sage advice
for some time to come. Thank you also
to Sir Michael Craig-Cooper, whose
tireless service as Honorable Secretary
is being taken on by Sir Stephen Wright.
Ron and Michael have been made Vice
Presidents in recognition of their many
years devoted to the Pilgrims.
Four other members of the Executive
Committee have finished their tenure:
Robert Alston, Lady Barbara Judge,
Alastair Macpherson of Pitmain and
Sir John Holmes. They have been
replaced by Abdul Bhanji, Sir David
Newbigging, Xenia Wickett, Air Marshal
Sir David Walker, Peter Cadbury and
Mark Seligman. In addition, Tristan
Elbrick has become chairman of the
Membership Committee and Sir Bryan
Nicholson now chairs the Nominations
Committee. Many thanks to those
who gave us their time and expertise
and thank you also to those who have
agreed to join us.

NEW MEMBERS JUNE AND
OCTOBER 2017
Alexander Bowden
Rear Admiral Alex Burton
Lord Valentine Cecil
Mrs Dena Lee Crooke
Dame Amelia Fawcett DBE
The Lord Bridges of Headley
MBE

Diane ‘Dee Dee’ Simpson
Of course many of you attended the
splendid retirement evening in honour
of our beloved Tessa Wells. Tessa is
now a life member of the Pilgrims so
this was thank you but not goodbye.
We have now welcomed our new
Executive Secretary Amy Thompson,
who has hit the ground running with
the well-attended dinner in honour
of the new US Ambassador at Middle
Temple as well as several other events
detailed in this newsletter.
I already know many of you and look
forward to meeting more of you at
one of our upcoming events. Please
make a point of saying hello to me,
Amy and the other new members of
the Executive Committee. We would
like to know your views on favourite
events, things you’d like to do more of,
and other ways we can improve your
experience as a Pilgrim. As we move
forward in an uncertain world, US-UK
relations are ever more important.
Please forgive this slightly boring
housekeeping but transparency is
important. One last point: I know
we are fairly formal in the Pilgrims
but all my life I’ve been known as
Dee Dee, so if you call me Diane I
might not respond!

Mrs Susan Harrington
Lady Horne
Colonel David Charles
Hudson MBE
The Revd Paul Hunt
Vice Admiral Ben Key
The Right Hon David
Lidington CBE MP
Henry Lowson
Robert S Leaf
Professor Marianne W Lewis
Ray Mingay CMG
Edward Moorhouse
Ms Penny Mordaunt MP
Bruce Noble MBE
The Right Hon the Lord Hill
of Oareford CBE
The Right Hon Mike Penning
MP
Don Robert
Ms Pamela Shores
Michael Sissons
Lt Colonel Tugendhat MBE
MP
Anthony Ugorji
Hugh Williamson-Noble
Miles Young
Mrs Hilary Younger
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Farewell dinner for Tessa Wells

Tessa Wells
by Tessa Wells:

H

aving decided to retire after
eighteen years as Executive
Secretary, I was delighted
and hugely flattered when Ron
Freeman suggested that the Pilgrims
should hold a dinner in my honour.
The dinner took place at the Cavalry
and Guards Club on 6th September.
My husband, three children, two
daughters-in-law and my sister all
attended. Andrew some of you know
– he is delighted that the number of
high-speed journeys to catch trains to
London has declined but disappointed
that he can no longer proof-read my
minutes and pieces for the newsletter.
William and his wife Caroline had
never before attended a Pilgrims’
event and Frederick and Emma have
made the occasional appearance.
Augusta, who sadly that evening had
to leave her husband minding the
business and the baby in Wiltshire, is
known to many of you through the
help she has given me at events, at
which my sister Sarah has also helped.

Tessa with new Executive Secretary
Amy Thompson
All of them really enjoyed the dinner
and meeting so many members.
And there were so many members
of the Pilgrims there too, which
brought home to me how lucky I am
that my years in the job had given
me a huge number of good friends,
lots of whom I was thrilled to see
that evening. I left the dinner with a
gorgeous large Emma Bridgewater
bowl, specially inscribed, and the
following day a pistachio Kitchenaid
Artisan was delivered. Both are in
constant use in my kitchen and a
wonderful reminder of many happy
years. I was particularly delighted and
honoured (and humbled) to be made
a life member of the Pilgrims, and that
Andrew and I can attend Pilgrims’
events whenever we wish.
Thank you to those who were able to
come to the dinner. Thank you for
the wonderful presents. And thank
you for the friendship you have given
me over the years. You haven’t seen
the last of me!

Message
from the new
Executive
Secretary
by Amy Thompson

F

ollowing approximately fifteen
years’ experience as an Events
Executive with PwC and a
break of five years to raise a family, I
was delighted to be asked to step into
Tessa Wells’ position after her recent
retirement as Executive Secretary
of The Pilgrims. Tessa’s wonderful
reputation and hard work precede
her and I am fortunate to have had
the benefit of her experience in the
thorough handover that she has given
me. I am now settling into my new
role and am greatly looking forward
to getting to know you all personally
as we meet at forthcoming Pilgrims’
events. I also look forward to hearing
from you if I can assist in any way.
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Forward Programme 2018
Thursday 25th January
Address by the Most Revd and
Rt Hon Justin Welby, Archbishop
of Canterbury
6.30pm Reception and dinner
Cavalry and Guards Club, 127
Piccadilly, W1J 7PX

David Cannadine examines the life
and legacy of Margaret Thatcher

A

After an introduction by Peter Cadbury,
Sir David offered some interesting
anecdotes about Margaret Thatcher,
whose entry in the Oxford DNB
runs to 33,648 words - the third
longest entry. His main object was
to treat such an enormous and
controversial personality with a

21st Annual Reflections Lecture by
Sir Frederick Crawford
Numis, The London Stock Exchange

Pilgrims’ luncheon was held
at the Oxford and Cambridge
Club on 21st June with fellowPilgrim Professor Sir David Cannadine
as the guest speaker. Sir David spoke
about his book Margaret Thatcher - A
Life And Legacy. He had previously
addressed The Pilgrims at a luncheon
in November 2001.
Sir David Cannadine, one of our
most distinguished historians whose
publications have covered all aspects
of British social, cultural, political
and imperial history, is a great
Americanophile. He is currently
a Dodge Professor of History at
Princeton University, a Visiting
Professor of History at Oxford
University and General Editor
of the Oxford Dictionary of
National Biography.

Thursday 8th February

Building, Paternoster Square,
London, EC4M 7LT
6.30 pm followed by a reception and
optional supper nearby (location tbc)
Monday 15th October
Annual Meeting and Sir Harry
Brittain Memorial Lecture by

Sir David Cannadine
sense of detachment and balance.
Cannidine said Lady Thatcher was
very lucky: she went to Oxford; she
married Denis Thatcher; Heath failed
as Prime Minister; there was a lack
of real political opponents within
her party, and the Labour and the
Liberal Democrats were a weak
opposition. To this list could be added
the Falklands factor. Even though
Scotland, Wales and the industrial
North of England were “no-go areas”
for her, she managed to achieve a
record tenure of power - eleven and a
half years - in 10 Downing Street.
Sir David dealt with a range of
questions, including the defection
of Reg Prentice from Labour and

Dame DeAnne Julius DCMG CBE
K&L Gates LLP, One New Change,
London, EC4M 9AF
6.00 pm followed by a reception and
optional supper nearby (location tbc)
Please enquire about events and
further details with our Executive
Secretary, Amy Thompson

Conservative Parties; the true
essence of Margaret Thatcher’s
relationship with Ronald Reagan; the
circumstances and significance of her
fall from power, and the political and
social image of her as a headmistress
figure. Sir Bryan Nicholson, Executive
Committee, proposed a very warm
vote of thanks.
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Tom Tugendhat looks at British
foreign policy in a changing world

T

om Tugendhat delivered
the 24th Annual Sir Harry
Brittain Memorial Lecture
on 9th October, in the main
auditorium of Northcliffe House,
the headquarters of Freshfields.
After an introduction by Lord
Stirrup, President of The Pilgrims,
Tom Tugendhat began by referring
to his CV as a journalist, army
officer (including service in the
2003 Iraq war) and Member of
Parliament where he currently
holds the Chair of the Foreign
Affairs Committee. He then pointed
out that for many years, our foreign
policy has been linked to that
of the EU, NATO and to the fight
against international terrorism;
that together with Brexit, the UK
is entering a brave new world.
Mr Tugendhat emphasised the
importance of Asia in world affairs
with the emergence of China as a
superpower and the concentration
of the world’s population located
in the Asian continent. The UN
Security Council has one Asian
member only—China—and that
looking towards the future, many
people see the end of western
hegemony. He did not however
regard the West as being in
decline. Mr Tugendhat stressed the
importance of international human
rights, the rule of law and the need
for a post- Brexit Britain to rebuild
its relationships with other parts of
the world, especially the
Commonwealth countries.

At question time, Mr Tugendhat
tackled a wide range of difficult
topics: Chinese economic
influence in Africa; the possible
consequences of Jeremy Corbyn
entering 10 Downing Street; the
desirability of imposing human
rights upon other countries; the
likelihood of increased trade with
the USA and the correct diplomatic
moves to build up post-Brexit
relations with other countries.
He also dealt with the likely
effectiveness of our diplomacy
with regards to North Korea and
China (with its apparent reversion
to the authoritarianism of the old
Chinese Empire), whether or not
President Trump’s powers could be
restrained and the UK’s attitude to
the Iranian nuclear deal.
Sir Peter Bottomley MP, Chairman
of the Programme Committee,
thanked Tom Tugendhat for his
masterly survey of international
affairs and presented him with the
customary Pilgrims’ tie and a copy
of The Pilgrims’ official history.

IN MEMORIAM
Geoffrey Bignell LVO
Mrs Yvonne Cannell
Sir Alcon Copisarow
Rex Harrington TD

Tom Tugendhat, MP

Notes from the
Executive Secretary
We will be producing the
2018 List of Members and
Rules book in due course.
Please let the Executive
Secretary know if your
title has changed at all.
As reported at the Annual
Meeting, please note that it
was resolved to increase

Anthony Rudd

the members’ subscription

Keith O Sims

fee to £60, effective from

AC Humphries

1st May 2018.
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Nick Segal focuses on four
well-known cases of corporate
collapse, financial failure and fraud

New
Honorary
Secretary,
Sir Stephen
Wright KCMG

an enquiry, Operation Sandstorm,
which subsequently revealed
widespread fraud and corruption.

O

The second case presented was that
of Robert Maxwell who was declared
by the Department of Trade and
Industry to be unfit to run a public
quoted company yet he managed to
carry on regardless over the ensuing
20 years, culminating with his
sudden death after raiding the Mirror
Group Newspapers’ pension fund.
Only Captain Bob could get away
with that sort of mayhem!

Following an introduction by Diane
Simpson, Chairman of The Pilgrims,
Nick Segal focused his attention on
four cases with which he had been
involved: BCCI (1991), Robert Maxwell
(1991), Northern Rock (2007) and
Lehman Brothers (2008).

The case of Northern Rock was
somewhat unusual in that it was a
building society becoming a bank
in 1997. By 2006 it was the UK’s fifth
largest mortgage lender and in 2007
was facing severe liquidity problems.
It had received the promise of
support from the Bank of England—
only for this to be exposed by the
BBC in September 2007. The ensuing
run on Northern Rock was the first
run on a British bank since 1866.

Nick Segal
n 18th October, Pilgrims and
guests returned to the familiar
surroundings of the main
auditorium at Northcliffe House where
the Annual Meeting had taken place
nine days earlier. Freshfields Partner
and fellow Pilgrim Nick Segal spoke to
us on the subject of corporate collapse,
financial failure and fraud.

BCCI was founded in 1972 and
a decade later had opened 400
branches in 78 countries and held
assets in excess of US $20 billion, the
seventh largest private bank in the
world. In 1982 the Bank of England
report described BCCI as being on its
way to becoming the Titanic of the
financial world. In 1990 the bank was
indicted by the US authorities and in
March 1991, the Bank of England asked
PricewaterhouseCoopers to carry out

NEW EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Mr Abdul
Bhanji OBE
FCA

Sir David
Newbigging
OBE

Ms Xenia
Wickett

Air Marshall
Sir David
Walker KCVO
OBE

The Lehman Brothers debacle of
2008 occurred on both sides of the
Atlantic and involved the Federal
Reserve and the British Chancellor
of the Exchequer, Alistair Darling.

Mr Peter

At question time, Mr Segal dealt
very adroitly with a broad range
of topics and received a warm vote
of thanks from Sir Peter Bottomley
MP, Chairman of the Programme
Committee.

Mr Mark

Cadbury

Seligman
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Summer reception at Drapers’ Hall

Drapers’ Hall Peter Oborne speech

A

Pilgrims Summer Reception
took place in the very familiar
and friendly surroundings of
Drapers’ Hall on 5th June.

An added bonus was the presence
of Daily Mail columnist Peter
Oborne. In his introduction of the
guest speaker Pilgrims’ President,
Marshal of the Royal Air Force Lord
Stirrup reminded members that
this was the seventieth anniversary
of the birth of the Marshall Plan,
when General of the Army George

Visit to Greenwich

O

n a sunny summer day, a
group of Pilgrims and guests
travelled on MV Salient from
Crown Pier, Victoria Embankment to
Greenwich Pier on 13th July.

At the Old Royal Naval College some
were shown in detail the restoration
work on the ceiling of the Painted
Hall from the observation deck, while
others took a guided walk through
the grounds of the College to see
the Chapel of St Peter and St Paul
and the Skittle Alley, constructed
from old ship timbers, with balls
made from practice cannon balls.
At the National Maritime Museum

Peter Oborne
Marshall, in his capacity as US
Secretary of State, announced
to the students and faculty of
Harvard his plan to rescue the warshattered economies of Europe.
Peter Oborne began by paying
tribute to the work of the Pilgrims
as representing the best of AngloAmerican relations, with particular
emphasis on the fight against
totalitarianism of all kinds. He
pulled no punches in his criticisms
of a gallery of world figures

including Donald Trump, Theresa
May and Hillary Clinton. He gave
strong warnings over the possible
consequences of Brexit and climate
change and dealt with questions
from the floor including President
Trump’s attitude towards Brexit
and his tweets revealing his world
view, as well as the influence of
non-elected political advisers on
the whole process of government.
A most enjoyable evening in the
most splendid and prestigious venue.

we were taken around the Nelson,
Navy, Nation permanent exhibition,
covering the Glorious Revolution of
1688 to the final defeat of Napoleon
in 1815, with an array of historical
relics, including the coat worn by
Nelson at Trafalgar. After lunch at
Jamie’s Italian, we were shown the
recently-restored Queen’s House,
now filled with major artworks
spanning the last four hundred years.

Group shot at Greenwich

We owe grateful thanks to the staff at
Royal Museums Greenwich and Old
Royal Naval College, and especially
to Lucy Cooke and Sarah Newton
of Royal Museums Greenwich who
planned the day and escorted
members around Greenwich.

If members would like to know
how their support could enhance
the displays and collections at
Royal Museums Greenwich, please
contact Lucy (lcooke@rmg.co.uk)
(snewton@rmg.co.uk) for
more information.
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New from the
Pilgrims of the
United States

Visit to the Old Bailey

O
L-R James R. Clapper,
Miner Warner, and
The Honorable Paul A. Volker

J

ames R Clapper was sworn in as
the fourth Director of National
Intelligence in 2010, serving as
the principal intelligence, counterintelligence and security advisor to
President Obama until January 2017. He
was the guest of honour at a reception
at The River Club on 22nd May.

L-R Antony J. Blinken,
Miner Warner, James Zirin
Anthony J Blinken has held senior
foreign policy positions in two US
administrations over three decades.
Most recently he held the position
of Deputy Secretary of State (2015 –
2017) and was the guest of honour
at a reception held at the River Club
on 27th September.

n a crisp autumn evening, the
Pilgrims made another visit
to the Old Bailey on the 7th
November, courtesy of fellow-Pilgrim
His Honour Judge Nicholas Hilliard
QC, the Recorder of London and His
Honour Judge Michael Topolski QC.

The Old Bailey, the Central Criminal
Court of England and Wales, is
arguably the most famous criminal
court in the world and has featured
in more novels, plays, films and
television adaptations than any
other court of justice. The Central
Criminal Court deals with major
criminal cases from within Greater
London and occasionally from
other parts of England and Wales.
The present building, opened by
King Edward VII in 1907, boasts
more than 600 rooms including
18 courts and 74 cells with a 90%
occupancy rate.
To walk through the Old Bailey
which originally dates back to
1674, is to experience the judicial
history of this country. We were
initially ushered by the two above
mentioned judges into Court 1,
given the history of this great
institution and some fascinating
insights into some of the trials that
have taken place in that room. The
astonishing craftsmanship of the
Sicilian marble of the entrance hall;
the painting of the WWII bombing

of the Old Bailey; the plaque
commemorating the 1670 case
when the right of juries to give their
verdict according to their conviction
became law; the tour of the prison
cells where we were able to look
down Dead Man’s Walk were just
some of the highlights of our visit.
We owe a debt of sincere gratitude
to both judges and their staff for this
privileged tour and for the enjoyable
reception held afterwards in the
Judges’ Dining Room.
Save mailing costs and
the environment
If you have received a hard copy
of this newsletter but would be
content to receive it electronically,
please contact the office.

The Pilgrims
Secretary:
Mrs Amy Thompson
Newsletter Editor:
Christopher Robson
sec@pilgrimsociety.org
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7 Beeches Close,
Saffron Walden
CB11 4BU
Tel: 01799 732281
www.pilgrimsociety.org

